State of Washington
Department of Natural Resources

Fire Season 2005

Calendar year 2005 was a
successful one for the Department
of Natural Resources’ (DNR) fire
protection program. DNR met its
main objectives: providing for the
safety of its firefighters, the public,
and detecting and controlling most
wildfires when small. We take this
opportunity to thank all of our
federal, state and local agency
partners; private contractors;
support personnel and, especially,
our DNR dispatchers, fireline
overhead, firefighters, and support
personnel.

Early in the year, long-range
weather models predicted for severe drought above normal temperatures and below normal
rainfall for the period including June through August. In March of 2005 Governor Gregoire
authorized the declaration of a Statewide Drought Emergency, as the year was setting up to
become the sixth consecutive year of above normal fire danger.

In 2005, DNR’s goal was to control 93 percent of the wildland fires that affect lands protected
by the agency at less than ten acres in size. By doing this, fires are less dangerous; consume
fewer natural resources, and pose less threat to residences and other human developments. DNR
was successful. There were no serious firefighter injuries or fatalities, and DNR controlled 93.0
percent of the fires before they grew larger than ten acres in size. Forty wildfires grew larger than
ten acres. Among these, eleven grew larger than 100 acres, requiring elite incident management
teams and commitment of large quantities of fire suppression resources®. These 11 fires burned
80,000 acres of federal, state and local jurisdictions at a cost to all agencies of about $36 million.

Compared to the five-year average (2001-2005), 2005 was 22 percent below average in terms of
the number of wildland fire on or threatening lands protected by the agency, but 116 percent
above average in terms of the number of acres burned. DNR responded to 1,292 reports of fire,
of which there were 645 classified fires that burned 30,962 acres.

Following a typical pattern, both the numbers of fires and acreage burned were markedly higher
in the areas east of the crest of the Cascades Mountains as compared to areas to the west of the
Cascades: there were 398 fires that burned 30,604 acres on the east side, and 247 fires that
burned 350 acres on the west side.

1 . . . .
Exact counts are contained in the “Fires by Size Class Report”.



DNR provided firefighting assistance to federal, state and local fire agencies under numerous
cooperative agreements. Outside of Washington State, DNR personnel responded to fire calls in
Oregon, Arizona, Montana and Nevada. As well, DNR personnel responded to Hurricane
Katrina and Rita response efforts in the U.S. Gulf states.

Points of Interest:

e Among DNR’s six upland operational Regions, Northeast Region had the highest number
of fires (245), followed by Pacific Cascade Region (135), and Southeast Region (133).

e Southeast Region led the State in the largest acreage burned, mainly due to the School
Fire that burned 52,000 acres. The School Fire was the largest fire in Washington State
for 2005 and was started by a power line. The fire destroyed 109 homes and 106
outbuildings, and threatened 120 additional homes and 56 outbuildings



State of Washington
Department of Natural Resources
Preliminary Totals for Classified Fires* from 1/1/2005 to 12/31/2005

NORTHEAST REGION

General Cause Number of Fires Total Acres
Arson 5 81.90
Children 15 4.80
Debris Burning 54 1000.50
Lightning 50 125.50
Logging 4 2.00
Miscellaneous 114 2,726.20
Railroad 3 5.10
Recreation 20 16.00
TOTAL: 265 3,962.00

NORTHWEST
Arson 2 20.10
Children 1 0.10
Debris Burning 5 0.65
Miscellaneous 12 3.10
Recreation 11 2.80
TOTAL: 31 26.75
OLYMPIC
Arson 6 2.06
Children 1 0.75
Debris Burning 8 3.10
Miscellaneous 8 1.88
Recreation 18 2.00
TOTAL: 41 9.79
PACIFIC CASCADE
Arson 8 18.53
Children 4 2.51
Debris Burning 48 244.13
Lightning 7 1.20
Logging 6 0.70
Miscellaneous 34 17.32
Railroad 6 6.05
Recreation 22 17.72

TOTAL: 135 308.16



General Cause

Arson

Children
Debris Burning
Lightning
Logging
Miscellaneous
Recreation
Smoker

TOTAL:

Arson

Children
Debris Burning
Lightning
Logging
Miscellaneous
Railroad
Recreation
Smoker

TOTAL:

Arson

Children
Debris Burning
Lightning
Logging
Miscellaneous
Railroad
Recreation
Smoker

SOUTH PUGET SOUND

Number of Fires
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13
13

40

SOUTHEAST

133

TOTAL CAUSES FOR ALL FIRES
25
28
146
62
12
227
13
129

TOTAL WESTSIDE:
TOTAL EASTSIDE:

GRAND TOTAL:

247
398

645

Total Acres

0.10
0.60
211
0.01
0.00

3.48
4.60
2.40

13.30

0.30

0.70
588.15
1.05
735.00
25,306.47
0.40
10.05
0.10

26,642.22

122.99
9.46
1,838.64
127.76
737.70
28,058.45
11.55
53.17
2.50

358.00
30,604.22

30,962.22

* A Classified fire is an uncontrolled fire requiring suppression action by the department or it's cooperators to prevent the fire from
spreading to or burning on any lands for which the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) has the protection responsibility.
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State of Washington
Department of Natural Resources

Preliminary Totals for Classified Fires from 1/1/05 to 12/31/2005

Regional Name

NORTHEAST
NORTHWEST
OLYMPIC

PACIFIC CASCADE
SOUTH PUGET

SOUTHEAST
Grand Total:

Class Type's
0 To 0.3 Acres

0.4 To 9.9 Acres
10 To 99.9 Acres
100 To 299.9 Acres
300 To 999.9 Acres
1000 To 4999 Acres
5000 or more Acres

Fires by Size Class
A B C D E F G Total
154 91 13 4 2 1 0 265
25 5 1 0 0 0 0 31
35 6 0 0 0 0 0 41
95 32 8 0 0 0 0 135
33 7 0 0 0 0 0 40
102 22 2 5 1 0 1 133
444 163 24 9 3 1 1 645
Total Fire Count Total Acres

645.00 30,962.22



State of Washington
Department of Natural Resources
Preliminary Totals for Classified Fires from 1/1/2005 to 12/31/2005

NORTHEAST REGION

General Cause Number of Fires Total Acres
Arson
Other 1 0.00
Pyromaniac 4 81.90
TOTAL: 5 81.90
Children
Children 10-18 13 4.60
Children 3-9 2 0.20
TOTAL: 15 4.80
Debris Burning
Failure to patrol 1 0.00
Failure to thoroughly extinguish 3 3.70
None 50 996.80
TOTAL: 54 1,000.50
Lightning
None 50 125.50
TOTAL: 50 125.50
Logging
Equipment burning 1 0.30
Other 2 0.70
Sparks from equipment 1 1.00
TOTAL: 4 2.00
Miscellaneous
Burning material from auto 1 0.00
(other than smoking)
Electric fence/Power Line 42 548.40
Fireworks other than children 10 387.70
None 12 23.90
Other 11 1,421.70
Sparks from burning building 4 22.50
Sparks from equipment 13 290.90
Sparks from vehicle 8 14.90
Structure Fire 2 5.00
Unknown 8 11.00
Vehicle Fire 3 0.20
TOTAL: 114 2,726.20
Railroad
Carbon from engine/speeder 1 0.10
exhaust
Hot brake shoes 1 0.00
Other 1 5.00
TOTAL: 3 5.10
Recreation
Camper 9 2.70

Day Use 2 1.30



NORTHEAST REGION (CONTINUED)

General Cause

Hunter
Other

TOTAL:

TOTAL:

Number of Fires

20

265

NORTHWEST REGION

General Cause

Number of Fires

Arson
Other 2
TOTAL: 2
Children
Children 10-18 1
TOTAL: 1
Debris Burning
Failure to thoroughly extinguish 2
Fire left unattended 1
Insufficient manpower 1
None 1
TOTAL: 5
Miscellaneous
Electric fence/Power Line 1
Fireworks other than children 5
Other 2
Sparks from equipment 2
Unknown 2
TOTAL: 12
Recreation
Camper 9
Hunter 1
Other 1
TOTAL: 11
TOTAL: 31
OLYMPIC REGION

General Cause

Arson
Pyromaniac
Under Investigation
TOTAL:

Number of Fires

o 01

8.20
3.80

16.00

3,962.00

20.10
20.10

0.10
0.10

0.20

0.25
0.10
0.10

0.65

0.10
2.20

0.10
0.35
0.35

3.10

2.60
0.10
0.10

2.80

26.75

0.56
1.50
2.06

Total Acres

Total Acres

Total Acres



OLYMPIC REGION (CONTINUED)

General Cause Number of Fires Total Acres
Children
Children 3-9 1 0.75
TOTAL: 1 0.75
Debris Burning
Failure to thoroughly extinguish 1 0.10
Fire left unattended 2 0.20
Insufficient manpower 1 1.00
None 4 1.80
TOTAL: 8 3.10
Miscellaneous
Burning material from auto 1 0.10
(other than smoking)
Sparks from equipment 1 0.18
Sparks from vehicle 2 1.10
Unknown 3 0.40
Vehicle Fire 1 0.10
TOTAL: 8 1.88
Recreation
Camper 17 1.70
Hunter 1 0.30
TOTAL: 18 2.00
TOTAL: 41 9.79
PACIFIC CASCADE REGION
General Cause Number of Fires Total Acres
Arson
Other 7 3.53
Pyromaniac 1 15.00
TOTAL: 8 18.53
Children
Children 10-18 4 2.51
TOTAL: 4 2.51
Debris Burning
Failure to thoroughly extinguish 3 9.71
Fire left unattended 2 0.26
None 43 234.16
TOTAL: 48 244.13
Lightning
None 7 1.20
TOTAL: 7 1.20
Logging
Equipment burning 2 0.20
Other 1 0.00
Sparks from equipment 3 0.50



PACIFIC CASCADE REGION (CONTINUED)

General Cause

Miscellan

Railroad

Recreatio

General Cause
Arson

Children

TOTAL:

eous
Burning material from auto
(other than smoking)

Electric fence/Power Line
Fireworks other than children

Other

Sparks from equipment
Sparks from vehicle
Under Investigation
Unknown

Vehicle Fire

TOTAL:

Carbon from engine/speeder
exhaust

Hot brake shoes

Other

TOTAL:

n
Angler
Camper
Day Use
Hunter
Other

TOTAL:

TOTAL:

Number of Fires
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34
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22

135

SOUTH PUGET SOUND REGION

Grudge fire against another
Pyromaniac

TOTAL:

Children 10-18
TOTAL:

Debris Burning

Lightning

Fire left unattended
None

TOTAL:

None
TOTAL:

Number of Fires

1
1

2

0.70

0.00

0.25
0.35

1.05
1.00
0.40
9.76
4.05
0.46

17.32

5.70

0.25
0.10

6.05

0.50
0.45
8.01
221
6.55

17.72

308.16

0.10
0.00

0.10

0.60
0.60

0.10
2.01

2.11

0.01
0.01

Total Acres

Total Acres



SOUTH PUGET SOUND REGION (CONTINUED)

General Cause

Logging

Equipment burning
TOTAL:

Miscellaneous

Electric fence/Power Line
Fireworks other than children

Sparks from vehicle
Spontaneous Combustion
Unknown

Vehicle Fire

TOTAL:

Recreation

Smoker

General Cause

Arson

Children

Camper
Day Use
Hunter
Other

TOTAL:

Adult Smoking
Cigarette or cigar thrown from
vehicle

TOTAL:

TOTAL:

Number of Fires

w w
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13
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13
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SOUTHEAST REGION

Other
TOTAL:

Children 10-18
Children 3-9

TOTAL:

Debris Burning

Failure to thoroughly extinguish

Fire left unattended
Insufficient manpower
None

TOTAL:

Lightning

Logging

None
TOTAL:

Equipment burning
TOTAL:

Number of Fires

= N

12

DN~

27

0.00
0.00

0.90
1.10

0.75
0.10
0.51
0.12
3.48

0.05
0.50
0.10
3.95

4.60

2.30
0.10

2.40

13.30

0.30
0.30

0.60
0.10

0.70

149.80

127.40
50.00
260.95

588.15

1.05
1.05

735.00
735.00

Total Acres

Total Acres



General Cause

SOUTHEAST REGION (CONTINUED)

Miscellaneous

Railroad

Burning material from auto
(other than smoking)

Electric fence/Power Line
Fireworks other than children

Other
Sparks from burning building

Sparks from equipment
Sparks from vehicle
Structure Fire

Under Investigation
Unknown

Vehicle Fire

TOTAL:

Carbon from engine/speeder
exhaust
Track maintenance

TOTAL:

Recreation

Smoker

Camper
Hunter

None
Other

TOTAL:

Cigarette or cigar thrown from
vehicle

TOTAL:

TOTAL:

Number of Fires

[l

PN D

46

133

GRAND TOTAL: 645

1.30

24,962.90
212.70

0.40
0.25

104.60
11.37
6.10
5.75
1.10
0.00

25,306.47

0.10

0.30
0.40

1.55
7.60

0.10
0.80

10.05

0.10

0.10

26,642.22

30,962.22

Total Acres



Total Number of Responses by Classification from 1/1/2005 to 12/31/2005

State of Washington
Department of Natural Resources

NORTHEAST REGION
Number of Fires
Classified 265
False Alarm* 228
Other Agency** 33
Unclassified*** 58
Total 584
NORTHWEST REGION
Number of Fires
Classified 31
False Alarm 15
Other Agency
Unclassified
Total 58
OLYMPIC REGION
Number of Fires
Classified 41
False Alarm 12
Other Agency 5
Unclassified 14
Total 72
PACIFIC CASCADE REGION
Number of Fires
Classified 135
False Alarm 64
Unclassified 34
Total 233
SOUTH PUGET SOUND REGION
Number of Fires
Classified 40
False Alarm 23
Other Agency 12
Unclassified 3
Total 78

Total Acres
3,962.00
0.00
2,076.10
685.20
6,723.30

Total Acres
26.75
0.00
0.00
2.75
29.50

Total Acres
9.79
0.00
0.00
0.90
10.69

Total Acres
308.16
0.00
42.67
350.83

Total Acres
13.30
0.00
20.93
0.01
34.24



SOUTHEAST REGION

Number of Fires Total Acres
Classified 133 26,642.22
False Alarm 77 0.00
Other Agency 53 379.30
Unclassified 3 0.00
Total 266 27,021.52

GRAND TOTALS FOR ALL FIRES

Number of Fires Total Acres
Classified 645 30,962.22
False Alarm 419 0.00
Other Agency 106 2,476.33
Unclassified 122 731.53
Grand Total: 1292 34,170.08

* A False Alarm is a reported fire on which initial attack dispatch action was initiated but no fire could be found, or a fire burning that
is controlled.

** Other Agency is a fire burning on another agencies jurisdiction and does not pose an imminent threat to Department of Natural
Resources protected lands and DNR supplies suppression resources through agreements or closest forces concept.

*** Unclassified fires are fires that have gone out naturally or under prevailing weather or fuel conditions do not threaten Department
of Natural Resources protected lands.
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	SOUTHEAST REGION

